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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This action is in response to request for reconsideration filed on September 1 5, 
2004. Original application contained Claims 1 - 39. Claims 1-4,6-8,11-16, 18 - 20 
and 24 - 39 were cancelled. New Claims 40 - 42 were added. Therefore, presently 
pending claims are 5, 9, 10, 17,21 -23 and 40-42. 

Response to Arguments 

2. Applicant's arguments filed on September 15, 2004, have been fully considered 
but they are not persuasive for the following reasons: 

Applicant argued that the cited prior arts (CPA) [Reed et al. U.S. Patent number 
6,275,707] do not teach, suggest or disclose, "determining the location of a separately 
housed, second device located near to the first device", "sending a request from the first 
device to the second device that the second device provide its location to the first 
device", "providing the location of the second device to the first device", and "using the 
location of the second device as an estimate of the location of the first device". 

Reed teaches and describes a method for estimating location of devices from a 
first device to a second device to provide estimates of devices that do not have location 
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determination capabilities or for the devices that have location determining means is 
inoperative. The method is described with a detailed illustrative embodiment (Fig.1, 3-5 
and Column 1 line 15 - Column 5 line 55), including the steps of determining the 
location of a separately housed second device located near to the first device (Fig. 3, 4; 
Column 3 line 6 - Column 4 line 67 and Column 6 line 5 - Column 8 line 45), sending a 
request from the first device to the second device that the second device provide its 
location to the first device (Column 2 lines 38 - 56), providing the location of the second 
device to the first device (Fig.1 ; column 3 line 6 - Column 4 line 67 and Column 6 line 5 
- Column 8 line 45) and using the location of the second device as an estimate of the 
location of the first device (Fig. 3,4; Column 3 line 6 - Column 4 line 67 and Column 6 
line 5 - Column 8 line 45). 

Regarding newly added independent Claim 40, Reed teaches a transmitter for 
sending a request for location information (Fig. 2 #1 1 2, #1 22 and Column 2 lines 38 - 
56), a receiver for receiving location information from that recipient (Fig. 2 #106, #108 
and #122; Column 2 lines 28 - 56) and a processor for processing received location 
information to generate an estimate of the device's own location (Fig. 2 #112, Fig. 3 
#306 (processing system) and column 3 lines 6 - 44). 

Regarding newly added independent Claim 41 , Reed teaches a transmitter for 
sending a request for location information (Fig. 2 #1 12, #122 and Column 2 lines 38 - 
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56), wherein the request is sent when the location determining means is inoperative 
(Column 1 lines 46 - 58). 

Regarding newly added independent Claim 42, Reed teaches a transmitter for 
sending a request for location information (Fig. 2 #1 12, #122 and Column 2 lines 38 - 
56), wherein the request is sent only when the location determining means is 
inoperative (Column 1 lines 46 - 58). 

Applicant clearly has failed to explicitly identify specific claim limitations, which 
would define a patentable distinction over prior arts. Therefore, the examiner 
respectfully asserts that CPA does teach or suggest the subject matter broadly recited 
in independent amended claims 5 and 17 and independent new claim 40. Dependent 
claims 9, 10, 21 - 23, 41 and 42 are also rejected at least by virtue of their dependency 
on independent claims and by other reason set forth in this and previous (06/16/2004) 
office action. Accordingly, the rejection for the pending Claims 5, 9, 10, 17, 21 - 23 and 
40 - 42 is respectfully maintained. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 
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(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21 (2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

3. Claims 5, 9, 10, 17, 21 -23 and 40 -42 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as 
being anticipated by Reed et al. (U.S. Patent Number 6, 275,707). 

Regarding Claim 5, Reed teaches and describes a method of providing an 
estimate of the location of a first device comprising the steps of determining the location 
of a separately housed, second device located near to the first device (Fig.1 , 3-5 and 
Column 1 line 15 - Colunin 5 line 55); 

sending a request from the first device to the second device that the second 
device provide its location to the first device (Column 2 lines 38 - 56); 

providing the location of the second device to the first device (Fig.1 ; column 3 
line 6 - Column 4 line 67 and Column 6 line 5 - Column 8 line 45); and 

using the location of the second device as an estimate of the location of the first 
device, wherein the location of the second device is provided to the first device using a 
wireless communications link (Fig. 3, 4; Column 1 lines 1 5 - 40 and column 3 lines 6 - 
Column 4 line 67). 

Regarding Claim 17, Reed teaches and describes the combination of first and 
second separately housed devices for estimating of the location of the first device; 
wherein the second device comprises location determining means for determining the 
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location of the second device and providing the location to the first device (Fig.1 , 3-5 
and Column 1 line 15 - Column 5 line 55); 

wherein the first device is arranged to send a request to the second device that 
the second device provide its location to the first device (Column 2 lines 38 - 56); 

wherein the first device uses the location of the second device as an estimate of 
its location; and wherein the location of the second device is provided to the first device, 
using a wireless communications link (Fig. 3, 4; Column 1 lines 1 5 - 40 and column 3 
lines 6 - Column 4 line 67). 

Regarding Claim 40, Reed teaches and describes a device comprising a 
transmitter for sending a request for location information to a recipient external to the 
device (Fig. 2 #1 12, #122 and Column 2 lines 38 - 56); 

a receiver for receiving location information from that recipient (Fig. 2 #106, #108 
and #122; Column 2 lines 28 - 56); and 

a processor for processing received location information to generate an estimate 
of the device's own location (Fig. 2 #1 12, Fig. 3 #306 (processing system) and column 3 
lines 6-44). 

Claims 9, 21 and 41 are rejected as applied above in rejecting claims 5, 17 and 
40. Furthermore, Reed teaches and describes a method of providing an estimate of the 
location of a first device comprising the steps of determining the location of a separately 
housed, second device located near to the first device providing the location of the 
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second device to the first device (Fig.1 , 3-5 and Column 1 line 1 5 - Column 5 line 55), 
wherein the first device comprises location determining means to determine its location; 
and wherein the request is sent when the location determining nrieans is inoperative 
(Column 1 lines 46 - 58). 

Claim 23 is rejected as applied above in rejecting claim 17. Furthermore, Reed 
teaches and describes a method of providing an estimate of the location of a first device 
comprising the steps of determining the location of a separately housed, second device 
located near to the first device providing the location of the second device to the first 
device (Fig.1 , 3-5 and Column 1 line 15 - Column 5 line 55), wherein the first device 
comprises location determining means to determine its location; and wherein the first 
and second devices are interchangeable such that they may reciprocate assistance 
provided by the other (Column 3 line 66 - Column 4 line 24). 

Claims 10, 22 and 42 are rejected as applied above in rejecting claims 9, 21 and 
41. Furthermore, Reed teaches and describes a method of providing an estimate of the 
location of a first device comprising the steps of determining the location of a separately 
housed, second device located near to the first device providing the location of the 
second device to the first device (Fig.1, 3-5 and Column 1 line 15 - Column 5 line 55), 
wherein the request is sent only when the location determining means is inoperative 
(Column 1 lines 46 - 58). 
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Conclusion 



4. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 . 1 36(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Pramila Parthasarathy whose telephone number is 571- 
272-3866. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:00a.m. To 5:00p.m.. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Ayaz Sheikh can be reached on 571-232-3795. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 703-305- 
3900. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published 
applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR only. For more 
information about the PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 
866-217-9197 (toll-free). /J 



Pramila Parthasarathy 
January 22, 2005. 
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